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Office Memorandum • 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO , : 

1 

n: \ ■ 

;>aqM : 

r • 

V 

sUniKCT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 



BLACK MOUNTAIII COJJJSCE, 

Black Mountain, North Carolina 
VAM 

(OO: Charlotte) 


DA'l'i;: tltvy 31, 1956 



On April 3, 1956 , Mr. CECIL PAl-E, Chief Attorney, Veterans 
Administration Regional Office, Winston-Salem, K. C., arranged a 
conference Between himself, I4r. JAMES DRUMMOND of the Vocational and 
Rehabilitation Division of the Veterans Administration, and BA GARMON J. 
STUARTt Mr. PATE advised that his office wtxo in the pt'ocess of conducting 
a Complionco Inspection of the subject college and that he felt that the 
infoiTiiatlon which iiad been developed might involve a matter of internal 
security and that for this reason he desired SA STUART' to nit in on the 
conference. Mr. DRIMMOND advised that a Summary of Complianco Survey 
Report was being compiled and that it would be submitted to Mr. PATE 
in the near future. Mi*. DRUMMOND furnished no npeclflc information 
indicating subversive or disloyal activity on the pai't of the students 
or instructors at the school. 


Mr. PATE advised that when the Sunsnary Report become available 
he would examine it with respect to possible fraud violations and if any 
were apparent he would refer this information to the Charlotte Division 

of the FBI. 

On May 9, 195^, Mr. PATE made avallablo a copy of the Sunawiry 
Compliance Survey Report, referred to above, and a memorandum syaopslo 
of this Survey. Mr. PATE advised that on the basis of the information 
set out in the Svu*vey Report he felt that the facts of this case should 
be discussed with the United States Attorney at Ashevlllci# N. C., and that 
he would arrange for a conference with the United States Attorney and 
requested that an Agent be present at the conference. He stated that 
he would make all necessary records of his office available at the 
proposed conference. 


The Summary Compliance Survey uets out information indicating 
that false statements regarding attendzmeo of studonts at svib ject college 
have been made by college officials and that the veterans do uo^attend^^^ 
classes in the norasal sense. 
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veteranct have been regularly atteiidiiig but keeps no record of such 
attendance. Veteran Administration officials liave taken steps which 
have roBiated in the school's approval by the State Board of Education 
of North Carolina being withdrawn, thus cutting off subtilstence of 
veterans. School officials have advised that they are conducting 
a very unusual type of school, for eKoitiple, a student nitty do nothing 
all dsy and in the middle of the night may decide he wants to paint or 
write, which he does, and he may cull upon his teachers ut this time 
for guidance. They advised that everything is left to the desires of 
the individual. The Survey Report Indicates tlmt thero are 23 students 
in the college, 9 of them are veterans. 

This Office will open Individuiil cases on each of the 9 students 
if iihe USA indicates tliat he contemplates prosecution and req,ue6ta 
additional investigation- 
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^A)v' Beurlet 5-31-*56. 

Individual oases on each of the students 
involved in this matter should not be opened, but 
■v only one case regarding the school should b© oponed. 

'T' ftM Arfi M. <•« A i ^ .... ... ^ 't .1.. ^ .l.t ..I a 4 • * . _ 


If prosecution relative to the students is considered by 
the United States Attorney you may make appropriate 
additions to the title. The character of this case 
should Include SPA or VMA whlchevor is applicable. 


You should assure there Is no misunderstanding 
in connection with the procedure of referral of these 
matters to your office by VA. The chief attorney of the 
VA Regional Office at Winston-Salem should refer matters 
of these types directly to your office promptly in 
order that appropriate preliminary inquiries may bo 
made by your office and a discussion with the United 
States Attorney may be had by your office. It is not 
necessary for YA to arrange a conference with the United 
dtates Attorney, but there is no objection to the United 
States Attorney Inviting a VA r 0 preaentat.lV 0 to be 
present when you confer with the United States Attorney 
^’®Uardlng prosecution. The Bureau has sole jurisdiotlon 
of the criminal aspects and your office should control 
all action in connection with the criminal investigation. 


.u „ basis of irregularities indicated by 

the VA report, an investigation should bo conducted in 
accordance with the Manual of Instructions, Section 96, 
Paragu'aph (f) at the top of Page if. Other Instructions 
in the Jfenual should be followed in this case. 


T’’* A ‘ 
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BUnjRCT : 

BLACK 

MOtlNTAlH COLI. 


I i j j A w ]\ 

MOUillAlll . t'i- 


!u: i3ulot .tun;' 3, I'.'uo on u Ghur'j.o I r. :: 

J.nttnif bo LUir'a.’ui, 

‘riiis uiot, was ryf'Gri’ed to this 

offin.; bv '/AIK). Wi ns ton-So len! , Worth Carolina, 
upon tho' GO, npluti on of ita Sa-nuinny Compliance 
3ur”7',i.Y of Bi.'u.C: i-tnunliMln Colic I'u. 

On June o, 19^6 fi pi’climina ry conierninoo 
was iiulii vjltn lfii\ted Ct.atcs Attorney JAHiCS M. BALBY, JH . 
W'‘'it"rr) f M jj i; ('.1 i;t of Month Carolina, Aatievlll-; , 
lio'rth Cnrolina. hr. C. C . HiCllNGWAY , Chief of 
y-icntionnl Hniiabl litn tion anti I'Meication Divialon, 
and CihML PA'l'h, Chlof Attor-ney,^ VAHG . Wlpston-o al r.m, 

Mortii vC irc) ilnn wem present with SA | 

~| drf1 ng tile ,ii.ac-i3?,ion . 

hr. PA'ia explainerl bo Hr. BA LEY 
that uiontiily c-irtillcation of braining, VA Form 
VBY-I.MCBB, burl be.-ti aubmittoB to tne '/ctc.rRna 
AMiriinintration by I, lie aubjoGt anrl the yeterana 
ion rnch month of ;tt tendance by the veto ran at 
the oollcih) and that these cortifioatoa snowed 
no nbaerjou.a of ve tenons axoept 

Mr. rATF f'vU'ther uxpiaineci that enroll'-nant co. tificatej 
VA Form 7l‘'hh> , bad bean aubmitted by the College 
on rnch ^/« tenon .aebting up a proposed course of 
study mxi indicating that the veteran had ocen in 
ottendflircii five or‘ six hours par day on five or six 
days per week. Mr. PATE stated that tnasa docunsntg 
wo!u; tlio baair. on whicli the Veterans Administration ■ 
rci 1 ed in T.nV.irig subaiirtonc^ ' 


; a I ii7 3 i ti 1 0 n iy 

PATS stated tViat Itc felt t.hat t 


Ml'. 3lw3^cd tViao I'lo t.hnt th6 

1„roP,nntSrn reported'ln the Compliance Summary Report 
r.(,i.vd M doubt as to the accuracy and truth 1 ulna S!,i 
, 0 ! bhr iniormatjon to the Veterans Administration in 
Idu' I'.w.' daouimjnt!.’ desoT'i.br-d above . r fh' C 

Al.Fu.ima . 

- Bureau 'fUN TF lOAR 

.1 - Ghai'lottr 




DIHiSGTOH, . rai 


iCtns .:;0 ^ .1, (‘:io 


BLACK MOUHTAIN COBLEGK 
BLACK MOUNTAIN , N . 0. 
VAM : 


Mr, HG MI NOWAY s to tad that this matter had 
bn on dl 3 ,Guaae<i with offioiala of the College hand that 
they . claimed they, hod complied in oubstpince with the 
pi'ovialops of these documenta b\it bed iPdlcatocl that 
they dj.d not comply In detail' In that their aohedullng 
of oloaoes was on on irregula r basis . 


Mr. HHIING-V/AY advised, that the Colic ga, 
had'oeen rQ-'Op.provad for Veterans Administration 
students on r limited basis by tha North Carolina 
Department of Eclacation .as a result of a conferance 
held orr- Juno' '6, ■'19.5.6 between .off id a Is .of the College, 
representatives of tha state, and the Veterans 
Administration.: The approval was limited to 
compTebion by the veterans presently enrolled of 
the'lr CQUrsea. , :Mr, UMLEY-sta^ted- that; it was his. ■ . ' 

opinion that' 'till. 3 - was .a matter .whi ch r'o.ould in. all,, ., ■ r 

. probability-- be better '■handlQ.d;;':bycadmihl.s;tr^ : Gc;’C' : ' ^ ■ 

action taken ; by th©L Veiarahs "Admi^ ;• However, 

: .'he ' aUggQstb'do that''^alprQXtmlnary-,‘irtv:e'3tigati^ he ■ - ' 

c^ma de ' tb ' see If bny : evl dance' - of .''Int eritf to ■ f iK; 

fa Is e ' inf brma'ti.on ^ .could .be 'de.v.al'op.ed'.g 

'‘;rQCiue,stddi.J?hat-':LN-^‘#^h:Kbpf;'^'ad:^Sa:d.;;pf':Ldbye:lopinehtsCY 

■ aQ'':-t'he ’’inves tigfi'tlo'n^'.prbces;d^^^ ..■that..':ha •.bpuld..^ 

' ■.':d;bivbrnHnbf';^ibtliQ''hfpdhdt i':h:aL;H6Hf d:^'Cbnb 

it’-c; bivil.c ^ "gl , ■ :ai556; ' three ''of' ; 'the ; :c. i 

fi^tb:ran8cWerQ ^ih:teryiefiad^Lap<3 advised' :.that '; t hay .. ha.d.'.' ; * ; 

re'CeivedLihstructlahL^bqUa'liingcP^^^^^^^^ the 

' a,m6uht inaidabed' ons rehpebtiye ■ certificates 
Vp.f ;v.ehrp^ni#.t.iana;';thet5iheyvhod 'n . 

'bla ss.bs whibh.‘ had ' not' been made up , They, each^ s ta bs) d 
they, knew of tid 'at te'n'dan'ce 'records being kept by ’. 
■the.’school. but explpiriedithat the total enrollment 
, wasconly about 26 students and that .absences would 
ho've been . Hot! oed i.f there had been any 


treasurer of Blacl 
Mount sin Collega .Black Mountain, Nor Caro.lina , 
advised on June . .21, . i95,'6, . ^■^hat he: realized tha.t th' 
'oProllment cer tif ic.h'ta.'s-'djKlioa^t^^^^ that ..five .or si: 
hours of . instruct'ipn''. d:ay Xor five ..or six days, 
par . .vraekL weru id , be. furhi shed ltd: the: fyeterans 





















i M , A C K: JAO u NT A I N . T I’: 

bnack hountain , N. c . . 


Hfl nald ho knew tihat tVvUi Instruction hnc 3 not l?oen ■ 

given on n Vegnli^' bssifl ,oi' five, or bIx hours per 

day but th hi; al.'! vo t rrana A^ocai'/ed .at least 3^’ hQ''n.a, - . 

pop wee.k oi Instumotion . stated t.ba.fc ho waa , , ■ > ■- 

orally informed by Vote rana 'A.daiinl3.trat;lor! reprcsBntati ves 

ai thn oiitaet of the prog trim that 30-hpurs-vof 

ins truGfeion per weak waa what was .required ,. and that 

in submit tin .ft. tho im.rqllmrnt ae.rtif icatss .he 

nT'bi trai'i ly u Hot tiad : this time on u five or six 

hours p'U' day five- or six days per wa.ak basis * r 

lie stfHtn<^ that h« bad no intertion of mi slending.: 

the Vet er!hiK .A,dmin 1. s trait! on or of furnishing falaq. . 

inf arinntion ' to . it . ' ^ ’ ■ . 

ladvlaad idaot thers has been ho . f : 
ottandanca rocords kept, by MlabK. Mountain p'olle.ga , 
iri;thc .past, ^ Ks 'exhlbi 1 9 d ir/f or av whicly. he h.;0id :.had f 
btrdn d^Abeed upob be tweer; .hliiiaa Iff ..arid ..tlie A^a terai^^ .. 

Admini at ra tioh,- :f or.- r0c<s^ /in , .the ..future . 

' inv<^at.fgatiqh .da'td'rJto all' ^ 

vabsrahs ‘ excep.t ' the thrao . who' . hayo 'been TnJpqriU bwH , 
a I'G r G n en 1 1 r I'ea i fl i h g. ;b t ■ ; j,d['dh(^».i 3 :€,a ■ -uhi'e h a.r e o ut's 4 tie • 

: the: ah«.rlQt:tap.hi'yisipu:"'i^hli:0v^ ;yacation ^ 

■■f;"' 3 M.1' .V BA'l^SY ; at atABf'fcho-K^hisl f a;H f-Tha t -.they./:'/;'- 3 

3 .roiq,ul rbWen ta . of f/at .tiuih arpo s..:3fa:tablish6 d v fciy : the ' 
'i'documQhts'rtien't.i/o^t^^^^ d ■ hbqvb:.dv,e:he.:':nonrapeoi f io .ahdjvr^ 

.i'lidef ihl te3anct bhdt' nOTiirrUO't'pxiivnc.e ■ 

couiddbb Suooosatfxilly iTveti 'byt ,'tdi6::,.q:iaim.ft.hs'.t .subatahtial 
•'iiQinpbl anoe wa a ■ had:- ..q.v Ah'thdU^f .'the/: cbmpli ar) Ce wap; not . 
36 r! 3:0 /re|h.tlQr ■ b’asia , Ifa- stated; .that, it ivouid be .ne oesaar., 

:. td3::3hpw '..the'ii'.tvo'ta ' Indio ahing. that ;a' .3 tudo.ntf v;aa/uiotv , 
3 :ih. 3 ',t^fe; :pol;iego ..during .a . 

' ib' prov'ts' ■ 0 chad, ffgainsvt ' the , Coi.ier..h ^ he: .f el v that. , 

,thd facth devolor.oa tb'uf:! gavs novlridicati oh that. ; .' 

3 UGh..wa,h the ca.ae Anti, 3 t;b. 5 ':/;;';if'o,ra .fetate .d tb..a,t. he .be.l Icvs-d 
/no 'further in vet teigatd on w-ss nBoes.pnry . •;, 3... 
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TITLE OF CASE 



or f 1 0 r i»r i i ;i 

CRARr,OTTii 


7/.1 9/'56 

Uop.5ft tiad<t liy 


I nvi'« t igjit I v<» VatioA 

r6/&.ii,ao,2i ; 7/6, 10/56 


black. HOUKTAii; GOLmBK, -L^ 1 L 

BLACtv t'U)UNT.a.lK, north CAKULINA ygTSHANS ADMINISTRATION ..lATTERS; 

, /■ VETERANS READJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE 

, ACT OF 1992 


Typed Dvi 
4 1 

’3 H7r 


Synopsis; 


Appro*»(j 

COplB* «« 


On 9/9/56 CECIL PATS, Chief Attorney, VARO, Winston-Sale?!i, N. C., 
furnish. ;d results of compliance su,T'vey conducted by VA under 
pi’ovisiona of PL 550, 02nd Congress. Inf oi'ination developed 
during survey indicated possibility that false statements had 
been given to VA regarding attendance of veterans at Black Moun- 
tain College. On 6/6/56, USA JAMES M. 3A.LliT, JR., WDNC, .Ashe- 
ville, N, C,, after review of information in survey report and 
VA attendance requirements, advised that he felt VA Adrainistra- > 

tive action was beat remedy, but requested limited investigation ; 

before rende.ring an opinion regarding prosecution. Two veterans . 

lui’niahed signed statements and one advised they received 5 

ion equalling time Ind icated on cert ificHte submitted to VA, but t 

not on regular basis. 1 Treasurer, Black Mountain ; 

College admitted information rurnished VA was inacurata but claimed^.. 

7 veterans in attendance received Instruction equaling or ox- : !t( 
ceedlng clock hours reported to VA but not on a regular basis as /‘I \ ’ 
reported to,.VA, USA BALSiY on 6/21/56 advised ho would decline * 

. 6 ShAIS ilL if../. .. . 

" , A — . v.,„o n ' AK'/f . 'A >' /A/' u v- ■; 

- , •; ■'.■A'J'A-'. ■ Av- 

- 1/ t ' ' " ’ ■ ' ‘t - .<« 


‘ipeciij Agenl 
tn 


Do not writ* iVi sptcti bwlow 




Sureew"^ 

1> USA, Asheville 
1- Charlotte (17-9ij.2) 


24 JUL 2n 195G 
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X)rosacution «ince VA atvbondauca requiraitiexila wet'©, rionr-sp.ecil'ic 
and Indorinlte and that any en'ort to prove non-qorapllano© : ' ’ 
could be aucceasi’ully mot by the oialm that substantial com- - ■ 
pllance was had even though ooniplianco was .not on a regular 
basis 


DETAILS: This investigation was predicated upon receipt 

of information furnished by' CECIL PATS, Ohiof.. - '-; 
Attorney, Veterans Administration Regional 
Office, Winston-Salem, Worth Carolina, on May 9, 1956. Mr. 

FATS furnished this Office a copy of a compliance survey con- ■' 
ducted by the Veterans Administrallbn under the provisions of l; 
■Public Law 550, 82nd Congress, which reflected infoi’mabion lnA ' :' 
dlcating the possibility of falsa statements having been given ^ 5 
to the Veterans Adni.i.nlstratlbn regarding attendance of veWransi ' 
at Black Mountain College, , 1 

• _ The summary compliance ..survey indicated, thatP ._ \i 

Black Mount7ain College had bean approved to off ei’ a program ■ of 
training under the provisions of Public Law 550, 82nd Congressi:^ 
effective from Juno 21, 1954> by the ■ appropriate .Approvingl . '. -i- . 
agency. It was indicated that the appropriate approving hgehoy -: 
is the North Carolina -Department of Education;, - The- survey 
dicabos the ve terahs- do hot , attend the olasseslih the normal ; : . ' J 
sense and Oh a regular., basis . 9 The- survey beta out: inform atioh- lib 
IncUoatlng th at one' yeteran, | I who: enrollha 9.9 

I from ; July 12 , ' 1955 through September .3, 11955^' 

1 rom J an uary 3 , 1956 , tiir ough - March 9>;:;195b , ' maihtainsbhl ab 
deuce at; whlchiis -apbroximatbly nihety* 

two. triilaa' from the ..ihatitution. ' Tha report 'indie abebAfe hat it ' - 

was determined that thls^ :y in the: prih'ting “ 

an cl that he, doe s ; i,' o;er t aln ' amount of pr in'tlhg.; f or ’ .t he >^1 
tion, The survey report indicates that ibiwas. the 'boH^^ , 

.'the Veterans Administration Investigators that' this ' vote 
■absent fz’om the: institution on the dates when they wade .their, 
compliance '-'surveyv ;■ . ’ ■ 9 ' ^9' 'V,':::;9''"'9.v9 

' The sui’vey lncUcates , that; the monthly , certifi- 
cates submitted in behalf of this veteran indicated perfect .'r 
attendi.xnco during both periods of enrollment, and that for this 
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I’oaaon it is boliovod that , some of thoao. coi’tif icabss are.. , 
GrroiiGou's. The survey further indicates that no ttbserices 
for any of the votoraua etirollod at thio institution ha/0 
boon roportod on iiiontliiy atbondaiico cortifioatas e.iccept ono 
Instance during which t ime) the veteran was a patient in a 
hospital, The survey also indicates that because of a lack 
of attondauco records at the iuatitution it was iniposslblo to 
dotormino whether other abaoncos wore incurred and not ro- 
poi’tod, 

AT AdliEViLLS. WORTH: CAROLINA 

On Juno, 0,1956, a prallmlnary conference': was y 

i ' hold with 'United States Attorney JAMES M- ■ 8ALSY, ■ JR. , 1' 

District North Carolina, Asheville, North Carolina. Mr. 0. E. , ; ^ 
HEMINGWAY, Ciiiof .of .Hohabilitation and Education^Divi3loh,'■ahd; . 

CECIL PATE, Chief Attorney, A/^otarahs Adiiiinistration, Regional 
Of ficoV Winston-Salem, Worth: Oar olina> were pr 0 sent,;,with,:SA > : y 

Iduring the discussion with Hr.. BALSY. v , be 

■■ ■ ■ ■ ' ; . 'y\:. 'b7C 

Hr, I’ATE explained to Mr, BALE Y that monthly 
cartirioation G:)f training, .Veterans:;, Administration ,Eorra-WTS|.r , 

199^^^! hfcid b.0on to Voto^uns Adininisb^^tioi^ py 

month of attendance 

by the ve terans at the college: and: that -thpsh vdertiflc^^ej^; , , 

showed no absondoa of vetdrana : except in . one ; 'ihatano&ydyi^ , ■ ::-y . 

PATE further .oxplalnod that enrollment cert if iOatos^ .ye . • 

■ Adm] nistration Form 7^995 > had ■ dead by the college 

■■ '-on’ each votedanlap.ttlng:::,UpA^:,lprdi3pa.ed,,:C5iU7SQ^ of ;;study^ in- 

dioating that th^ boon In titfcondanc© liva ox* ^ 

H hours^:per;:day'::on!:fiYb':or-;;3diKtdayaypef-wa:eicy";;M 

that' those :doouuxeats^VJ0;r# the oasis envWihich: the. 

Admiuistratipn v<^ii&d: id' making :subsistencQ .^ to .v-tpe 

91::. -: : ■vetorans ^ : ' ■:: '■"■9 

dlt:.',,;;" ■■ 'I'' '9 PAT.E Atatod.'t:hatyhe:;feLt',tha:t:;t;hd4ni^^Vv;:;d9 

ination .r oportod in the Oomplianc© Summary deport r ais.ed; ^■ 

doubt as to the accuracy and truthfulneas of the liif ortnation^lurn.v,';sh.5ft 
W the Votorano Adrainiatrabion In the two documants described . i 

abov'a. ■ 

- Mr. HEMINGWAY stated that this matter^h.ad boon ^ y 
discussed with officials of tha colle;:'o sud that they claimed . ; 

they had compllod in aubstaiioo with tho [jrovislons ol those 






dociuuoni-a but .had indicated that t-hoy di;d not coiliply in dctalX ■ 
in that their achocluline; oi' olasaea \jas on an. iri*op*;ular' bttais d ■ 

Mr. HBIMI.NCtWAY advised on oompletlon or the. 
Summary Oompllance Siu‘Vey that the collopo liad boon re-approvod 
for Vetorans Administration students on a limitod baala by 
tho North Carolina Deparbmont of Education as a resxtlfc ol' a 
oonferenco held on June 6, 19.S'6, between o-frioiala of the col- 
l 0 p;e, roprosentatives of the .state, and the Voteruns adrulnis’- ; 
trutj.on. The approval was limited to completion by the ve- 
terans presently om-olled in tlieii’ courses. 


o pinion, that ; , 
• be better*: iian - 
ana Adniinistra- 
invostigdtlun 
ish false in- . 
ad that he be 
n proceoded ' 
Id contemplate 


Mr, EiALEY stated that it was his 
this was a matter which could in all probability 
died: by administrative action taken by the Voter 
tion. However, he suggested that a i.>reliininar,y 
be made see if any evidence ol .Intent to iurn 
formation could bo developed. Mr. BAI.tJY request 
kept advised of developments us tho investigat 5.';' 
ao that lu) could determine whether or not ho A'Jcu 
prosecution. 

AT tfllNSTON-SALEM, NORTH 'CAROLINA 

The records of veterans in attoudanoir at .Slacic 
Mountain Collo.ge .df the Veterans Administration Seigionai 
at V;ins ton -Salem, North C arolltia ^ were made availablo by 
Attorney GSGIL .PATE to. S.A I I on .June, 11., 

The records reflect the . following voterane ; i'a- attendance- for; p,. 
khe periods indicated and the nuiiibor of hours ‘ Per .vebk- and'-yru ;■ 
numboi’ of days per week which thboo veforahs were in atten-'v 
:danoe as :ref lec ted' from' their 'monthly pertlflo at. ion off tralrirli| 
inii, Yoteryms Administratlpn .Porm; .yB ,7^11963, .and , thoir; enrp^^^^^^^^ 
ment certification. Veterans Adralniatrat ion B'erni . ■?-i99,9 The? 
total amounts', of subsistence, paid td those .veterans .ia' re- . v- 
fleeted.: .u u.'"'. ,-A. ' ' ■ . 


Office 
iiiof ' ■ 
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DA'l'tOa 01‘' . 

TOTAL AMT. 

So. Nits, pau kseR' 

. ;;x\ DAYS V’ER WiillSK 

ATTi^HDANOIS ■ 

SISThlNOl-; PAJO 

FROM Vk M.'liM 

Y'liOH ti\ FvUm ^ 

.m ■ 

VlTiT'T:iAN- 

VB7-71996i3 

'■‘-1229 

6/20/i)*) I'O 9/3/' 

36 ; 

6 

6 

9/19/?';: to 12/1 
continued) 1/3/56 t-o 3/19/' 

\!>5; 

'( 

6 

6 






Dy 


The followiniy «-i 


staUoment was 
on .Tuna 20, 19:?6: 


furnlshett'. 


"Juno 20, X956 ' v. ^ ; 

Hi ghlands , North Oaroiine, 



"r, 

VOlUtU-Hi-V 


meJeo bho 
laud 


-Qllowlng 


cnorasaxvea bo me as spo- 


sna'cetaenu to 
■ Who have iden toTS ' d 

cial agents of the Federal Bureau of Investi-^atiou^ 
No threat a, promieas, or offers of reward have been 
liiade to 3110 to Induce those atatoments. I have been 
advised that I have a ritTht to counsel and that any 
Statement 1 do make may bo used against mo iu a c 
oI lawt 


J. I |yoai’s of ago and have complated tliree vears 

ox coOTgo at Princeton University, the Illinois In- 
soituto ot rochnology, and Black Mountain Collage, 

Black Mountain Colloga on July lS, 

Ivbb, under the GI Bill. I bad pravlously attended the 

of the Bill. I was enrolled ' 
1955 ? and re-entered January 5, 
ivbo . ' I .dlsoontinued my enrollment on March 19, 1956. 
..iior -hese periods I was compensated under the GI Bill '• 

■ in an amount of approximately 00 . : ■ 

"During the periods of ray ehr oilmen, t imda.r the GI 
Bill I periodically sighed monthly certifications . c.f ‘ 
training, 1 signed these docuraouts without a careful ■ 
examination of their contents. I did, howavei’, under- 
stana that they pertained to ray attendance record at 
the college. 



Attendance to satisfy the .recjuii’s' 
namely, 30 hours of class work and 


aents of attendance; 
supervised study per 
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wook, waa compliod with by myaolf an(l| 


tutor, in aclyarioe'd verso and prorosslonal writing;.' t-T hes^'' 
Doriodo of work wore schedvilod for the convdnlonco -pf; 
ind myaolf, varying in day and horn’, but novdi*,'; 


be 

.b7C 


failing to meet the minimum r0quiro!;mnta of the ' Billli;.; - • 
One oxceptlon to this schedule, .approved by^ the :Ool'loga, ; 
wtia a field-trip of one week* a duration' to N ow Yoi%, fbr fli 
manuscript criticiam by | | of the. Broc?!^ - 


Ivn Polytechn ic Institute, with the result that , 

[wrote an introduction to a volumo of versh v 
bo be presented this summer to the Faculty ol' Blahk, 
Mountain College as evidence for a Certificate of Gradu^y' 
ation. During this period, in Februsiry, 195b, ■ I aldo^ ‘ V 
maintained the ^O^hour raquiroment. 


"All other times I was in roaiderice at the oollagoj eX- • ; ' 

copt for occasional weekend trips to Highlands, H. OFy 
and possibly four or five nights during the, semestop* ' 
when I iuight ' leave in the afternoon and return the , • i -r.;';; y 
following morning. These few occaalons wore for pui’~ • 
poses associated with my v/riting oourSes-“tp..sec!urS ' ; 

library materials, oorresponddnce , 'manusoripta, etci',,^ 

I. do not feel that • such brief' R ^sencea- inj ^erfarad wlthTT‘0Fyi-v 
the orderly process of work, as ’ ' 

■ it. 


.and I viewad'^ ’ 


*!•*•}* A . '.. V'* 

r.' ’V ' • '.!* ' 


"While,, there, ' niay; appear ■ tb- ' ba .sMby laxity '.'id -'they^ 

: irig -ofirsoords yby/ tha ;college’/ ly.dpyhdt ' fdel- 
. has ever been any intend to .miareprosent anything to ^ 

t he' ."VetarahS ;,Adrainlstra,tiph. 

• ■ of 'bhe'-callj^gdythey.b.tudeht'/ ia 

''i.^'maintahanc'dy.’o'f,j'he9hir6ments.,;;'arid,''yihy*my.;'bMhy)tl^ibly'y^y^ 
that this has bean dona at Qll t^psj albeity^ ^ >' * 

T' ‘moroy f lexibly v.thhri ■ih',:an7dha’t|'tutidhT^-^h:'r^^id 
1 .s'cr ihe d hours' :and he dulings , y' y ' .V y; iyyy ' .^y ' ' 




"Finally, I ^ am. unawares,' - of • what , statoKipritsr ma^^kprymay 
, not have, bedn made' by the Black M6uribalhGoll®?>® con-'' 
cernlng 'the matter at hand. F -.y 




"I have read thisytwo-page statement and , it, ia ytrucyandy'?:* 
correct to the' best of ray knowledge*. 


WITNESSSa: 

.N. .0. , 6/20/56 and 


/s/ 

dPQgifti 


■b6 

b7C 


Charlotte, N. C., 6/ 20/ 60. 


Agdhir;-"Pf^iV Asfe^viilo, : , 

Spec ial: Agent',' ■ FBli' :;yyp?|.y.:j y.^ 


y; 
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X'ui'thai* ndvisocl that the only , 
printing buainei^s wniou n© oparabofs pei’tains to. pr’eparing ' 
booklots o.r pootr.v compoaod by himself ixnd by hta ins tinn-.toh. 

Rector, Black Mountain Collogo, which are 
aiatriouDoa usually froe of cliargo to a solectod gi'oup ol' ’ 
people vJho ai'o interested in this type o.f poetry* Ho stated 
that ha Is not engaged in the printing or publiabing: busineas. 
in .the commercial sense and that he has never received any ' 
compensation, witVi the oKcop->tion of sioall amounts received ;as 
prizes in literary contests which ho has entered. 


AT 3LAGK MOUNTAik, NORTH CAROLINA 


On Jiitu? 21, 1936, 
foil 0 vj 1 n g sign o d s t a t em o n 't ; 


furnished 't, he.. 


Fune Zl, 1936 


" 1 , I make t?i e foil ovXinx- vol nntany 'state-', 

monb to and. 

Iden b if led theaiselves. to me as spaiclal agent jr o.f the ' 
Federal Bureau of luvoatigation. |o threats, promiahs, 
or offers, oi'. rex-iard have boon iixade i to induce me to-m 
this atatemont,: 1 have been advisdd: that ^ I 
■ to ma.k 0 ... a t tatomsnt , that- ? • ha.ve,' a ;r; isht " t o m .attorney, 
and . that any .s tatemeht X ..do make may be . used agalhst .-itie 
in 'a court ' of ,,;la.vu:h.' 3 ':' ■■v.' ,'" .i' ■ ' 


"I am 


lof ago and I can reak and writ©: tfe 


English .Langua'ge , ; - ■ ' - , , V ',V , 

"I have- attended Black Mountain GollBgo under the 'Gl-l ' 
Bill of. RightS' siiico September 1'^^, 1933. X have, re- 
colvod a total of approximately I'hh-OifO Xn subsistonce* 
This represents subslatonco fox* two quarters „ fi’om ; Sep- 
tember 19, 1933, to Dec. 3, 1953, and from. Jan, .3, x 
19.36, to March .19, 1936. . 

*'l recall signing monthly attendance report;:! which I . 
understood wore sent to the Votorans Adtuinia trot Ion and 
were the basis on which my subtiatence was paid, I 





- r*'s ■ 
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underatood when I applied £'o,n the U. 1, benefits that .'i 
I waa to roceivo approximately fort jr hours Instructioa 
■per weak, I followed a schedule during those two se- 
mesters which totaled approximately 34 "houi's of instruc- 
tion the first someater and 4-4 hours of’ instruction, ' 
Those hours wore aohodule<3 iin‘ 0 gularl_ly in that wo did ' , 
not have the samo number of classes each day but we 
always had at least 3 hours por day Monday thrcugh 
Priday and some days I had 9 to 10 hours in classes. 

X also had a thi’eo'diour reading class every Saturday . . 

or Sunday evening. I do not recall ever having been . . 
absent from any classes that were not made up." In 
addition bo. the hours spent in cIass I spent many hours , 
of study and my InatructPrs were readily evallablo for 
consultation, . .. 

"I do not know what sort of statomonta were made to t he 
Veterans Adminis tratlon, regai-’ding atteadance j hbwovar, ; ' ; 1 
;I do la-ioW; I speht. :f:ronf.:3^^^ 44 hours in actual dlassr 

: work. As far as 1 know .no. .aat;rai at bbndmioe. record was 
. bakenp by , ibis' I ; mead' d f orital 3*011 oallT This: waa not • 

V nocessary since the 'clast "f 6. to teiV' Btudents , ' 

; ’’I ,d6, hoV appc.iflcaiiy' bhp'.a that 1 Col- " 

lowed as to ihOv.-P^^ nusjben’ of hours per day; however, 

/. If am/' ceriain that the: 't mdutiotioicl: above were 4 

■ .apent .ln:;ac bual3class:3'Worky;, ; : 

: fl/ha'ya: read the and /it 'is ^ and' cof-. 

re;c t . io the be sb, .of. : my khpwledge . 


WITNESS SSlil 


ipocial ■ Agenbp . FBIv , NC , 

J special Agent, FBI, Char- 


. "I ^^_^^|,TroaaurQf,/ Black’ Mountain '.•i': 

Collage , advisea on June 21, 1956> . that , he -was aware ; of .the .’ 
fact that the V'oterans Admlnisti»ation Compliance Survey had ’ 
raised queationa regaiuling the attendance certificates siib-. 
mitbed to bho' Veterans Administration on the veterans . erif oiled 
at Black Mountain College, He stated that the college had 






novor kept any a b Uanclaiico i^ecords: of any kind. Ho atat'od 
that when' the' college was orlgitially. approvod foz' vekorana 
he recalls having a conversabiGn with sotnoone from the Ve- 
terans' Administration and being informed that it vmnid' bik 
nocessary foil veterans to attend’ classes for tlrirty hours 
n week.^ He' stated' that he realized that the onrollmont 
cdrklf ications submitted to the Veterans Administration in-, 
dicated that five or six hours of ins bruction, per day f or 
five or , six days per week wei’e to be , furnished be the ve- 
terans. Ho stated that he knew that this instruction had 
not been given on a re,gular basis of five or six hours 'per 
day, but that all veterans had received at least thirty hours 
per week ;of instruction. He stated that when lie submitted 
the enrollment cortlflcablons, he, arbitrarily ai.loted the 
thirty hours on the five or six hours per week, five or 
six days per week basis. He, stated that he had no inton- 
tion of misleading the Veteriins Administration or ■ of fur- . 
nishing false infoiniiation to it, 

extiibited a f orm ''whie-ji he 

said had been, agreed upon betweo,n himself ,.ahd the . Voterans 
Adrainistrubion for recording attendance in the future, 

Ixidvlsed that all of the ve terans , 

with the. exc.ention of I 1 are pre- . " 

, s.ently residing at addresses'- which are outsido;, thP , State ,,of ' ■; 
North' Carolina, while they ara' pn summer vaoatlon. . ’ 


adviaad ohi’Junpr 21, 


that. 


at Black: Mount alh^ Cpltpseb'for-foiir 
entered ’ on ; August „ 19 , 19^.' : ,He V^s 


he has boon 
, 3 erne at .era, hav ing 
:tha t Ills: ,at tehdanpe. ' hds been uniht.erruptad ,, :exe.ept : f or a 
period of time whepho was In the h ospital as a rasult of 


an au tomobila accident 




advisa'd, tha t he recalls 


£5 1 gning at t ehdance' cert if i cati on s out that h.e ■, did not c hec It 
the attohdanoQ 'certlf ioatlons s ui‘f 1 c le h t : to fully ■Undors band 
what the: certificate implied, I I s bated that he rea- 

lizes; that, ho has not attortided classes on a basis of five or 
six hours: a day for' five or six days per woekj however, he 
a.tated thatc h© is absolutely certain that he has received 
substahtlally more ' than thirty hoxirs of instruction or super- 
vised study during the- entire period of his attend^nuo — wdii]-- 
the; excaptidn of the time he wan in, the hospital. 



b7C 



,b7C 





oriav. no w.-.u-j 


!itacin;_ 

()acking, fwa paring to 


locliuotV to furnish a inpaod s t/itomoni; ^ 
unfani;! liar wit!) tliu law and. that he wae . 

' Vv'hore lio Intenrlt to spana the flumnidi 
liavo tinio to furniah the atato 


leave i’or the Wert Co a at 
vacation and that lie would not 
•'aont. 


/IT i'iSHi'iviLT/i-:, north caro hina 


On Juno 21, lOt'H, the .facta of this case were 
diacuoaod V'^itli United Htatea . At toi'uoy w, cALh't , .AH** 

'//catern Dlfibrict North Carolina, Aahevillo, North Onro-p 
lina. Mr. P3AIT1Y adviaed that he f<nlt that the requlreiiKjnts 
of attonc'lanoe oatabllshed by the documonta mentionod abovo 
wore non-apeclfio and indofinite and that any effort tf 
non-dotiipllanct'i could bo) succo.'r'ii ully tnot by the claim tliu, 
.oubstautial ccJiiip.tlancB waa had oveu' bhou|ih th© coniplianc.o 
was not on a roKUla-r bun is a Ho atatod that; it would bo necoa 
oary to aivow facta indicating that votoran was not at the 


0 oliogo during a long per tod o f 


in order to prove a cuae 


avainat the odlleue. He felt that the facU developed thus 
far i/ave no indicablort that such was the case and blierefore 
abated that /’ho believed ,no further inVoatlgation waa ncoos.- 
sarY and bhat ho would deolinu prosecution in this matter. 



UNITED STATES GOVERN m:HN 'I' 





TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (17-18506) DATE: 6/10/56 

' J ' 

jpKoW ; SAG, CHARLOTTE (17-942) 

SDHJECT: buck MOUNTAIN COLLEGE . 


BUCK MOUNTAIN, N. C. 
VAM; VRAA 


Re Bulet to Charlotte dated 7/30/56. 

On this date this office advised CECIL PATE, Chief Attorney, 
Veterans Administration Regional Office, Winston-Salem, N. C., by latter, 
of the facta developed during the investigation of this matter and of 
the opinion furnished by United States Attorney, JA1®S M, BAI£Y, JR., 
WDNC, Asheville, N. C., on 6/21/56. 

2- Bureau (17-18506) 

2- Charlotte (17-942) 

ALMtjh 

( 4 ) 
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